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BURNING OF LOUVAIN
¢ GALLED BY BELGIANS
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Say German Troops Fired on Com-
“rades and Falsely Accused Towns-
peOplc—Wondcrful City Then
DestrOyed—-Leaders Are Shot.

LONDON, Aug. 28 (United Press).—That Louvain was wiped off the
face of the earth by the Germans without the slightest excuse, Is the
allegation made by the Belgian Legatlon here. The city has been com-
pletaly destroyed. All of {ts magnificent bulldings are in ashes. Its art
plreasures have been destroyed. The lnh:hhnutl are prisoners under guard
ot German soldiers.

. , The Belgian Legation to-night gave out the following account of the
destruction of the clty:

“Last Tuesday night the German corps, which had been operating be-
twgen Antwerp and Louvain, was completely routed by a Belglan expedi-
tlon. It was forced to retire toward Louvalin In the utmost disorder.

“When It came near the city of Louvaln, the German garrison posted
there mistook their comrades in arms for Belgians and fired on them,

Kllling some and wounding others. The Germans, on realizing thelr mis-
thkes, sccused the townspeople of Louvain of having fired on them. This
was an Jmpossibility, as the Belglans, even Including the Louvain polics,
had all been disarmed by order of the Burgomelster, when the town was
surrendered to the Germans, as it was hoped to save the town from war
. damage,
: “The German communder refused to listen to any protests or even 1o
" couslder the gvnllln which were attempled to be made by the Louvaln
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ke officlale. He simply announced that the town was immedlately to be de- | wsur shot— _|'l‘n=‘ m}" ‘(':mfm'u J w"ﬂ T "-"_1‘.5'1“_"r pulliok s Mo b
stroyed. He also directed that several of the more prominent citizens be | ""—!-"'“"m- Wia, "*1;_": "’fh:- ke ""‘i,?-:'?-c-m L)
taken out und shot as an example to all Belgians. This was done. 40 Huses 10000 'h % 8 R B e f‘ =

“The inhablitants were ordered to leave their homes at once. The men | g il '.i';'r'.'{r;"l;n ATy ey l!.rltd:l ::rm;'f&T‘nn"?Tm'_ﬁ
were taken prisoner Immediately. Tho women and children were hastily | fd v swel.  Fonire coulda’t ms in the upd
loaded Into trains which had been requisitioned. They were hurrled away
to some unknown destination.” HIGHLANDERS.
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i public bulldings. The clty ia now reported In ruins.” . Ko e
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4 GERMAN WARSHIPS SUNK |
IN FIRST GREAT SEA FIGHT

v

London Report of Battle in North Sea Says British
Destroyed Four of Kaiser’s Ships and Left
a Fifth Vessel Burning.

LONDON, Aug. 28 (Associated

boat destroyers off Heligoland.
left burning.

It is announced that no Brtish
and the British loss of life was not
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Press).—It is announced that the

British fleet has sunk two German cruisers, and two German torpedo
A third cruiser was set afire and was

shlps were lost in the nnval battle
heavy
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REPORTS OF GREAT BATTLES

THREE NAT]0NS

Berlin War Office Asserts

That English Army Was

Badly Defeated, and Premier Asquith Tells Commons
the British Withstood Attack of 225,000 Men.

GERMAN ACCOUNT

BERLIN, Aug. 28 [By wireless to The Assoclated Press

via Sayville],—Headquarters has issued an officlal report de-
that the western enemy has everywhere been defeated

and Is in full retreat after nine days’ fighting.

Qen. von Kluk defeated the English army at Maubeuge,
renewed the attack to=day and threatened to surround it.

Qens. von Buelow and von Hausen completely defeated
the Franco-Belgian forces, about cight corps, between the
Sambre and the Namur and the Muese in several days’
battle, and are now pursuing them to the eastward of Mau~

"I?Iu attack on Maubeuge was opened by the Qrand Duke
Albrecht of Wurttemberg, who defeated and pursued the
enemy across the Semols and the Meuse.

The German Crown Prince is advancing toward the
Meuse and the Crown Prince of Bavaria repulsed an attack
from Nancy and.the south.

Qen. von Heeringen continues the pursult southward
through the Vosges.

Four Belglan divisions, attacking Tuesday and Wednes-
day from Antwerp, have been repulsed, losing guns and many
prisoners. The Belgian population generally participated In
the fighting, necessitating severe repressive measures.

The cerps of the last reserves have been called out to!

guard communications.

BERLIN (via AMSTERDAM), Aug. 28 (United Puu}.—(
The War Office announces that the British army which was
holding Maubeuge Has been defeated and also that the|
French-Belgian armies that have been operating south of
Namur have been routed. '

The officlal statement gives no detalls of the fighting |
but states that the losses were huvy it alse falls to state |
when the battle took place.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 28 !Unlted Press|.—It was ane
nounced at the German Embassy to-day that the French
army has been divided and part of it is now practically sur-
rounded by the Qermans.

been widely separated, while German cavalry have advanced
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BRITISH ACCOUNT

LONDON, Aug. 28 [Associated Press).—Premier Asquith
made the following statement in the House of Commens
to-day:

enemy on Wednesday, Aug. 26, and which appears from
French official reports to have been In the neighborhood of
Cambral and Le Cateau, our troops were exposed to the
ntt:ckofﬂuﬂnmn mywhdﬂd«mduvﬂry
and a reserve corps of cavalry a second ca

—{about 225,000 men). e,

‘“Our second corps in the feurth division bore the brunt
of the cavalry attack, while our first army corps was attacked
on the right and Inflicted a very heavy loss on the enemy,

‘I regret to say that our casualtios were heavy, but the
exact numbers are not yet known. The behavior of our
troops* was in all respects admirable,

“Qen. Joffre, the French Commander-in-Chief, In a
message published this morning, conveys his congratula-
tions and sincere thanks for the protection so effectively
glven by our army to the Prench flank.”

FRENCH ACCOUNT

PARIS, Aug. 28 [United Press].—It Is admitted at the War

Office that it has been necessary to rush French reinforce-
ments to hold the line east through the Department of the
Nord toward Arras, where the Qerman flanking movement
was strongly developed.

The fighting in Pas-de-Calals Department has been se-
| vere, but the GQerman forces were apparently a reconnoltring
expedition and retired after a clash at Arras.

The fighting continues all aleng the line of the Lorraine
frontier,but so far there has been no decisive resuit. The

| French have moved their positions forward uvulldbl. r w

but the German troops are being heavily ul-l.nul l.l
gmcnl offensive movement can be
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